CFC Singles for Christ


EVANGELIZATION TRAINING


1st Year Formation Track











TALK No. 1: THE GREAT COMMISSION





Speaker’s Outline





I.	Introduction.





When you joined CFC Singles for Christ you joined an evangelistic movement. We continue to reach out to more and more single men and women.





In SFC you find not just a nice, comfortable, leisurely kind of Christian life, but an action�oriented one. It is outward rather than inward looking.


When you joined SFC, you joined God's army, fighting to bring people to Christ, to extend God's kingdom.





Evangelization is reaching out to others.  It is proclaim�ing the good news so as to lead people to a personal and living relationship with Jesus.





The Great Commission.  Matthew 28:18�20.


 


This is Jesus' final instruction before his ascension.  He was now turning over the work that he had started to his disciples.


These are our marching orders as well.





In fact, it is intended for all Christians.


 


We in SFC want to take seriously our call and mission to evangelize.





This work is not just for the leaders, but for every�one.


It is to be a way of life!





II.	Why Evangelize?





Most fundamentally because Jesus commands us.





Jesus is not merely suggesting or encouraging, but authoritatively directing us to do so.


We need to respond out of obedience.





The test of our love for the Lord is our obedience.





It draws us into a deeper union with Christ.





Spreading the gospel, just like prayer, fellowship, service, etc., is a crucial life�giving ingredient of our spiritual life.





Through it we learn how to draw closer to God, rely on his help and be led by his Spirit.





As we take concern for others, our hearts are trans�formed into the heart of Christ.





It is a thankful response to God's action in our own lives.





The world desperately needs the good news.





There's war, pollution, crime, divorce, loneliness, murder, poverty, etc. Human solutions to these have consistently fallen short. Only Jesus is the answer.


The Christian people are being attacked both from within and without the Church.





Brief description of the local situation.





This full type of Christian life is filled with excitement, challenge and joy.





An evangelistic lifestyle is essential to true self�fulfillment.


There's great personal joy in bringing Christ to others.





There is involved an eternal choice for all men.





Man has free will. He is free to choose between good and evil, between life and death.





In the spiritual realm, there is no middle ground.  One is either for or against Christ.


Others, by not choosing for God, lose by default.





We, as God's instruments, can contribute to bringing salvation to men.





III.	Essential Qualities





The Great Commission is intended for all Christians.  And all Christians can become evangelists, because what is important is not so much talent or abilities, but three basic qualities of being a Christian.





Faith





The work of evangelization depends primarily upon the action of God.  Psalm 127:1. b) Since this is God's work, we do not need to worry about our own gifts or abilities. 





Love of God





This, we have learned, is the Christian ideal.  It is our reason for being.


If we love God, we would also desire to see all people fulfilling the reason for their existence, that is, to know, love and serve God. We will be eager to see his will done on earth.


As we love God practically in prayer, reading of his Word and in service, we will grow in the fruit of the Spirit.  And the fruit of the Spirit amply demonstrated in the life of a Christian serves as an almost irre�sistable attraction to others.





Love for others.





God loves humankind so much that Jesus died for the sins of mankind. Jesus wants all men to be saved.  If we love God, we will want what He wants.


We are to love our neighbors as ourselves. We want all men to experience the same renewed relationship with Christ that we are experiencing.





IV.	Conclusion





God himself has commissioned us to reach out to others and draw them to the Lord.





We in CFC Singles for Christ who have tasted the goodness of the Lord should want others to experience such as well.





We grow in faith, love of God and love of neighbor, indeed in the very essence of our Christianity, as we follow the Lord and be fruitful for his kingdom.
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I.	The Great Commission.  Matthew 28:18�20


This is Jesus' final instruction before his ascension.


It is intended for all Christians.





II.	Reasons for Evangelization:


Jesus commands us.


Jesus does not merely suggest or encourage, but authori�tatively directs us to do so.


We need to respond out of obedience and love.


Spreading the gospel draws us into a deeper union with Christ.


It is a thankful response to God's action in our own lives.


The world desperately needs the good news.


Many wrong and evil things happening in the world today.


Human solutions have consistently fallen short.


Only Jesus is the answer.


An evangelistic Christian life is full of excitement, challenge and joy.


An eternal choice for all men is involved.


We, as God's instruments, can contribute to bringing salvation to men.





III.	Essential qualities of an evangelist:


Faith.


The work of evangelization depends primarily upon the action of God.  Psalm 127:1.


Love for God.


If we love God, we want to see his will done on earth, that is, for all men to know, love and serve him.


Love for others.


If we love our neighbor as ourselves, we want them to experience the same renewed relationship with Christ that we are experiencing.
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I.	Introduction





The last talk showed us the "what" and the "why" of evangeli�zation.  Now we want to look at "how" to evangelize.





II.	Forms of Evangelization





There are many types or forms of evangelization:





Mass or Proclamation Evangelization





E.g.  an evangelistic rally


one shot deal.


to a very large and anonymous crowd.


usually dominated by a known personality.





Random Evangelization





Short�term contact. One�shot deal. Normally done to strangers.





E.g., street evangelism, or going door to door.





Rare for us, but God works in different ways.  Be open to it.





If possible, follow up.  Get telephone number and address.





Christian Entertainment





E.g., music, drama, dance, Coffeehouse., mall evangelization, Club Praise





Circumstantial or Everyday or Environmental Evangelization.





This has to do with the circumstances that we are in, with our day�to�day environment.  It is done through the regular contacts of our life, with people with whom we have ongoing relationships, e.g., family, co�workers, neighbors, classmates, groupmates, etc.


We need to be ready to open up our lives, to be person�al.


We need discernment.  We don't throw the gospel at people the first time around. 





After all, we don't have to because we see these    people regularly.





Strategic or Selective Evangelization





Elements:





Choose people carefully.


Depends on carefully built relationships.


Focus on leader types





This is essential when starting in a new area so that potential leaders will be available to further the work of SFC.





Program Evangelization





Here those being evangelized are put in a situation where the gospel can be presented more systematically.





E.g., Neighborhood Bible study, cursillo, LSS, CLP.





Very structured.  Involves a lot of planning and logis�tics.





Relational or pastoral evangelization.





A continuous reaching out to a person, even after the person has committed his life to Christ.





E.g., Household in CFC after CLP.





Evangelization is continuing work.





III.	Evangelization in CFC Singles for Christ





In SFC, we do all these different types of evangelization.  But the most basic method for every SFC member to carry out Christ's Great Commission is to undertake everyday or environmental evangelization.





Everyday evangelization is characterized by the following:





It does not necessitate going to far�off places as a missionary, but is done in the different environments we find ourselves in daily.


It does not necessitate a thorough familiarity with the Bible or Christian doctrine, but just a pure desire to share with others what God is doing in our lives.


It involves simple witnessing, often a silent witness, of our growing relationship with God, of better rela�tionship with our spouse, of greater peace and order in our family.





IV.	How do we evangelize?





First we need to build up a relationship. 





To do this, we need to begin with the place where the person is at.  We need to present ourselves based on what is going to make the best connection with the person.


Common interests.


Not getting shocked at worldliness.





Earn his/her respect rather than just be liked.





State our position as Christians clearly, but without being 'holier than thou' or preachy.


Speak simply and directly.


Relate confidently even when intimidated.





Be aggressive.  Take initiative in the relationship. Make time in your schedule to get together often. Be creative (e.g., have a bottle of beer, play basketball, etc.).





Bring him/her into a relationship with other brothers/sisters, especially with a potential peer group.





Do not relate functionally, but be open to having a genuine friendship developing.





After the relationship is in place, present the gospel to him/her.  Be sensitive to timing.





Challenge him/her. 





Stress the high ideals, dedication, commitment, personal strength inherent to Christianity. 


Christianity is not just a good thing, but is ours to change the world.





Invite the single to our CLP (If married, invite them to the CFC CLP; if still a student, to YFC Youth Camps and gatherings; if over 40 to HOLD or SOLD).





V.	Conclusion





We are all called to be evangelists.





SFC is a global evangelistic army, now comprising ______ committed singles throughout the Philippines and in ______ foreign countries.





Through our work of evangelization, we are to be families in the Holy Spirit, renewing the face of the earth.
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I.	Forms of Evangelization





Mass or proclamation


Random


Christian Entertainment


Circumstantial or Everyday or Environmental


Strategic or Selective


Program


Relational or Pastoral





II.	How We Evangelize in CFC Singles for Christ





Basically, every SFC member ought to do everyday or envi�ronmental evangelization.





How?





Build up a relationship.


Earn his respect.


Take initiative.


Bring him into a relationship with other brethren.


Be open to developing a genuine friendship.


Present the gospel.


Challenge him with the high ideals of Christianity.


Invite the single to our CLP.











